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years ago, Tony 
and Lynda Costa 
founded “Tony 
Costa, Mechanical 

Engineer” in a shopping center 
storefront in Napa, California. 
Tony’s drafting table consisted of 
two sawhorses, a solid core door 
and a parallel rule. Lynda had 
a metal secretary’s desk and a 
typewriter. They didn’t have much, 
but they had big dreams, unlimited 
energy and the will to succeed. Two 
years later they hired their first part 
time drafter and, four years after 
that, changed the company name 
to “Costa Engineers, Inc.”

Through the years, Costa Engineers 
developed a reputation to design 
cutting edge mechanical systems 
using the latest technologies. The 
firm has won accolades from PG&E 
and Edison Electric; and technology 
awards from the American Society 
of Heating Refrigeration and Air 
Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), 

including six first place awards for the Bay 
Area, four first place awards for Region 
X (California, Nevada and Hawaii) and 
two Society level awards (worldwide). 
Tony was honored to be elevated to an 
ASHRAE Fellow in 2015 at the Winter 
Meetings in Chicago.

Prior to opening their own shop, Tony 
worked for two other engineering firms 
in San Francisco and the East Bay. When 
it was time to retire, the principals of 
both firms just closed the doors and 
went away, wasting their engineering 
knowledge.

Tony and Lynda had watched this happen 
and vowed to do everything they could 
to make sure their own company didn’t 
die on the vine. They wondered, “What 
would become of their loyal employees 
who had been there through the good 
and tough times?” Their wish was to sell 

the business to current employees 
who are well trained, smart and have 
the same fiery spirit.

That time has come and we are 
pleased to announce that in 
September, the baton was passed 
to Chris Del Core and Mat Simmons, 
both California licensed mechanical 
engineers. Chris and Mat are both 
longtime employees. 

Costa Engineers prides itself on 
developing and maintaining lasting 
relationships with clients and owners 
alike, always keeping their needs in 
focus. Because our engineers are 
cross trained in HVAC, Plumbing 
and Fire Protection systems design, 
we can do this with confidence. 
Moving forward, we are excited 
to continue that tradition, with an 
emphasis on designing functional 
and efficient systems for winery, 
civic, commercial, healthcare and 
educational facilities.
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